282                    Pope Pius XI
against the influence of hundreds of older people? Every
person connected with the organisation of youth in such
countries as Germany has pointed out that to keep youth
in active work you must allow them to have a say> and they
must be allowed to be the reformers and the extremists
all at the same time.
When this is not allowed, the more intelligent of them
either retire into their shells, or join some active political
body which is more willing to listen to them. In this
way whole thousands of young men of promise have gone
over from Catholicism to Nasdism in Germany, and to the
Fascist Party in Italy, and they are continuing to do so.
Opposed to the Church are bodies of men in the thirties
and in the forties of life, but there is no prominent au-
thority in the whole of the Catholic Church who is much
under the age when people retire in every other walk of
life-
Such is the problem which has developed in the last
fifteen years, during the Pontificate of Pope Pius. He has
had to face the rise of totalitarianism, and he has not yet
been able to curb it in any noticeable degree* He began
his reign with the hope that it would be one of peace, and
it has turned out a tragedy in that he has found himself
forced, against his will, to attack rather than to live in
peace.
He has shown himself, perhaps, a hard man, and a man
who i$ hard to himself as to everybody else* At the age of
eighty> tortured by illness, he works long into the night.
One cannot but wonder if in these modern days it would
not be best if a Pope retired at & certain age limit.
It is surely a tragedy that the teachings of Catholicism
should seem to be combined with a background of a